AN 
A B RID GE ME N T 


OF THE 


% 


* 


KALE TT E, 


\ 


DELIVERED AT THE BAR OF Toh 
Tua HOUSE or COMMONS, 
IN SUPPORT OF THE 


_ 


7 SNN 
r „ * C 


PETITIONS FOR A REPEAL 


OF THE 


LON Dd O N: 


PRINTED IN THE YEAR 1790. 


r. owns nA 2 hog 779 te 


5 17 


K* ˖öß—ð ẽ „P .. 


+» = FUBLIC 


TH E Committee of Tobacco ManufaFurers feel it to be a duty, 
which they owe to themſelves, to their Conftituents, and to their 
Country, to renew that general appeal to the Corporate Bodies, and to 
the Trading and Manufafuring Intereſts of Great Britain, with 
which they commenced their preſent endeavours to procure @ Repeal 
of the moſt oppreſſive AF, * which their numerous — 
complain. 

The Committee are the more enfouraged to renew their application, 
becauſe they have it not in their power to accompany it with an 


accurate and authentic Abftraf? of the Evidence, delivered at the 
Bar of the Houſe of Commons, during the courſe of a long and laborious: 


examination. — Ibis Evidence has not been. confined by the Manufacturers 


to thoſe concerned in the Trade: the very Officers, employed to execute 
the Af, have been called before the Houſe ; and their teftimony, fo far 
from contradicting, confirms the objeftions of the Manufatturers. 


The Cemmittee call on every honeſt and impartial Man to confider 
their maſs of Evidence attentively, and ihen to decide, whether the - 


Committee are not juſtified in aſſerting, that the Af, both in its Prin- 
ciple and in all its Proviſions, is calculated to harraſs, to oppreſs, and 


to diſgrace the fair Trader, to prote# the ſmu 2gler, and — 1 
drive the Manufacture out of the kingdom. 
Let it be judged, whether ſuch a mea/ure is likely to ſecure a prk-- 
MANENT INCREASE of Revenue for the pub ic. 
But let it be a Subjet of mort ſericus reflection, whe! ther for the 
purpoſe of ſo precarious an experiment, it is juſt or reaſenable ts perſiſt 


in the extenſion of the edious and tyrannical ſyſtem of the Exciſe Laus; 


a ſyſtem not mare painfully inſulting to the feelings of every man f 


Jpirit, ſenſe, or integrity, than fundamentally ſubverfive of every right, , 


privilege, and ſecurity, which free Men claim from a free Con- 
ſtitution. 
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The Committee are ſenſlie cf the naceſſily of maintaining a Revenue 

equal to the Exigencies of the Sale; but they are equally ſenſible that 

no meaſure, which damps the ſpirit of trade, and cripples the efforts of 
mduſtry, can be conducive to that cbjec7. 

ll boever will accurately examine the body of Evidence will admit, 
that there is no ce branch ef manufaure in the kingdom, to which 
the ſurvey of the Exciſe might not be eaſily, and perhaps more ſafely 
applied, than to the Manufacture of Tobacco. 

If the preſent meaſure can be $:://ted in, every obftacle that Tuſftice 
and Reaſun can effer to the eſtabliſhment of a General Exciſe on 
Manufaftures, is ſurmountable. 


that ever cpill le made _ that Perniciaus and unconſtitutional 


Atlan. 


diſcharged their duty in a cauſe, which, they feel it no preſumption 10 


aſſert, is as much the cauſe of xvery FRIEND To The TRADE, THE 
REveNue, AND THE LIBERTIES or GREAT BaiTain, as it is of 


thoſe, who new 2 to them for a protefiion. 


AN TONY KEMP, Chairman. 
JOHN POLLARD, 
EDWARD SPENCER, 
ROBERT HAINS, 
CHARLES WRIGHT, Sen. 
WILLIAM RANSON, 
JAMES TADDY, 
THOMAS WISHART, 
ROBERT SIMPSON, 
RICHARD HERRON, 
ISAAC HUTCHINSON. 


Loxpox, March 31, 1790. 


The Committee are conſcientiouſly perſuaded, that this is the laft fland 


Whatever is the event, they will bave the conſciouſne m of having 
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The SUBSTANCE of the EviDENCE delivered 


at the Bar of the Hovssz of Counons in 


Support of the- Petitions for a REeEAL of the 
Tozacco Exciss- Acr, in March, 1790. 


THOMAS POSTLETHWAITE, of London, depoſed, 


THAT he hoddertiocd the bale ot the enermanien 


ment of the Act, from a perſuaſion that he could not 
meet the ſmuggler in the market, and that he ſhould be 


inevitably liable to forfeitures and penalties. 
That the Act diſcourages the manufacture and com- 


merce of the article in this country, without the ſmalleſt | 


proſpect of advantage to the Revenue. 
That, in his opinion, the Act prohibits the mace. 


ture of the article in Briſtol, Cheſter, Liverpool, and in 


ſhort almoſt all the places of conſequence in which it 


had been manufactured, previous to the Act. 
That the licences operate as an additional duty, leſs 
_ equally impoſed than if per pound weight, and as an in- 


cumbrance on our foreign commerce of the article; but 
do not in any degree attach upon the ſmuggler. 
That the Act annexes penalties to the non-performance 


of that, which it is morally impoſſible for the manufacturer 
to do; obliges him to manufacture his Tobacco to very 
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great diſadvantage ; and, in many cates, that which be 1. 
nat in want of, before that which he 1s in want of. 

That it prevents the manuſacturer ſupplying his cuſ- 
tomers for two or three months, though all the time in 
potteſſion of the goods which are wanted. 

That it bas put a flop to the manufacture of a conſiderable 
article, by prohibiting the uſe of ingredients, which are 
eſſentially neceſſary. 

That it obliges many manufacturers to alter their 
modes of manufacture, by which they will be in danger of 
altering their ſcents, and, in conſequence, of loſing therr trade. 
That the ſmuggler has ſupplanted the fair trader in 
almoſt all the articles which are not myſterious; and 
hence he is convinced the Revenue depends more on the 
myſteries, than reſtrictive regulations. 

That THOUSANDS, TEN THOUSANDS, he believed he 


might add, HUNDRED THOUSANDS of individual property 
depend wholly on the myſteries. 


That all the myſteries, of which there are many, are 


expoſed by the AQ, except one; and that is rendered much 
more diſcoverable than it was before. 


That the Act preſcribes rules for preparing and grinding 
ſnuff-work, which are in ſome cafes impracticable, in 
others injurious, and in all inconſiſtent with the nature 
of the trade. 

That, by preventing ſau®-work of one laying tron 
from being mixed with ſnuff-work of another laying 
down, it probibits the manufature of ſome forts of Snuff. 
That it ſubjects moſt of the grocers, oilmen, and many 
other traders in the kingdom, who ſell 2 and 
Snuff, to inevitable penalties. 
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That the officer cannot check frauds by weighing the 
fac of a principal manufacturer. 
That could a check be formed on manufacture, it would 
be rather injurious than beneficial to the country, by in- 
ducing the ſmuggler to remove bis manufattory to ſome 
other country, and open channels of communication with 
the vender and conſumer for the article manufactured; E 
the ſame opportunity which enables bim te convey unmanu- 
factured Tobacco to his manufattory, will enable bim to 
convey manufactured Tobacco to ſome other place. 
That, though weighing the ſtock will not check the 
unfair, it will the fair trader; it will injure and waſte 
many of his goods; it will very inconſiſtently retard his 
trade and manufactory. Now, when moſt of the ſtocks 
are not @ quarter ſo large as they formerly have been, the 
buſineſs of ſome of the manufacturers is interrupted a DAY 
OR Two every time of ſtock-taking, and would be much 
longer, did the officer rigorouſly attend to the direction 
of the Act. This interruption, were it only to take place 
once in every month, in a buſineſs requiring youRLY 
diſpatch, might occafion the loſs of many valuable con- 
nections; but a malicious officer may come once à week, 
as he bas done to ſome, or ſo often as to render it 1Mpos- 
SIBLE for tbe manufacturer to carry on bis buſineſs. 
That the Act makes no allewance for an increaſe of 
liquor after the goods come from the mill or manufactory, 
whereas many of them cannot be made ſaleable without an 
increaſe of thirty, forty, or fifty per cent. 
That the allowance is not ſufficient for goods at mill 
or manufactory, as the Hon. Committee would ſee, by 
B 2 an 
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an account of the variations he had met with, while in 
buſineſs, in the manufacture of Roll Tobacco, Rappee 
Snuff, and Scotch Snuff. By the account it appeared, 
that he had met with an increaſe of fue and one-fourth 
per cent. at one time, and /ixty-five three-fourths per 
cent. at another time, upon Roll: the allowed increaſe 
on Roll is ffteen per cent,—A Loss of twenty-ſeven three- 
furt per cent. at one time, and a gain of ſeventeen three- 
fourths per cent. at another time, upon Rappee Snuff: 
the allowed increaſe on Rappee is fifteen per cent. A lofs 
of thirty-four per cent. at one time, and @ GAIN of three 
one-half per cent. at another time, upon Scotch Snuff: 
the preſcribed % on Scotch is fifteen per cent. 
That as the Act now ſtood, it was poſſible for a manu- 
facturer to be liable to an apparent increaſe and conſequent 
forfeiture of one hundred per cent. together with a penalty 
of three times the amount for a real increaſe of not more 
than ten per cent. 

That it was impoſſible to fix any allowance for the 
variations of manufacture, that would not either afford un- 
bounded latitude to the ſmuggler, or ſubject the vi trader 
to INEVITABLE forfeitures. 
That the penalties, annexed to exceſſes, were various. 
In one clauſe the exceſs was liable to forfeiture ; in ano- 
ther, to forfeiture and a penalty of Z 20.; in another, to for- 
feiture and treble the value, &c.: and that the Manufac- 
turers could not, and he doubted very much whether the 
Attorney and Solicitor-General, or even the Judges them- 
ſeives, could draw the line of diſtinction between thoſe 


clauſes ; 


E 


clauſes—could prevent the officer, in many caſes, from 
making election of the penalties. 

That the clauſe, direfting the officer not to weigh 
goods *© whilſt actually in the operation of manufacture, 
is ambiguous; and, however taken, is contradictory to 
clauſes both before and after it. 

That the clauſe, requiring the manufacturer to keep 
unmanufaCtured tobacco, tobacco in operation, and ma- 
nufactured tobacco ſeparate and apart, cannot be con- 
formed to, as many of the manufacturers have but ene or 
t rooms to keep all their goods in; and thoſe, who have 
more, are frequently under the neceflity of keeping to- 
bacco unmanufactured, manufacturing, and manufactured 
in the ſame room, and manufacturing and manufactured in 
the ſame preſs ; and it is out of the power of any man, 
EXCEPT THE MANUFACTURER, to know which of the 
goods, ſo mixed and blended in the fame room or preſs, 
are manufacturing or manufactured. 

That the Act prohibits the removal of certain articles 
in quantities of two hundred pounds weight or under, of 
which, not one in ten of the venders can diſpoſe of ch 
quantities, while ſaleable or good. 

| That it prevents the removal of a greater quantity of 


ſnuff from the mill than the weight of the ſnuff-work when 


dried; whereas ſome of the manufacturers cannot make 
their uſual forts of ſnuff, without adding twenty, thirty, 
or forty per cent. of liquor, after tbe Jnuff-work has been 


dried, fometimes before grinding, ſometimes in grinding, 
and ſometimes after grinding. 


That 


121 

That the clauſe, prohibiting the removal of tobacco, 
Kc. into any of the ports of importation from any other 
place in the kingdom, would, if not ſuſpended, render it 
impoſſible for the manufafturers, and eſpecially in the Out- 
Ports, to carry on their manufatures, being occaſionally 
unable to ſupply themſelves with articles, requiſite for that 
' purpoſe, in their own particular ports; as well as be ex- 
tremely injurious to many of the manufacturers who are 

not within the ports, they being incapable of making 
uſe of, or ſelling to any other than manufacturers in the 
ports, about one third of the y=_ weight of the tobacco 
which they manufacture. 

That the draw back on exportation of ſome of the ar- 
ticles manufactured, is not equal to the duty that was 
paid on raw material. on” 

That the required certificate of the landing of tobacco 
exported, cannot always be obtained. 
That the officer and ſmuggler, by entering i into collu- 

fion, may make wo hundred per cent. profit. 
That the Act, in many other reſpects, ſome of which 
he pointed out, is inconſiſtent, or impracticable, and in- 
accurate in almoſt every clauſe reſpecting the manufacture. 
That the ſyſtem is TOTALLY INAPPLICABLE TO THE 
ManuFACTURE or ToBACCo, as the weight of the 
ſtock, which is the ground work of the ſyſtem, can 
NEVER BE OBTAINED. 

That the delays and interruptions it occafions in manu- 
facture, will enhance the fair trader's goods, and in conſe- 
quence afford ſtill greater latitude to the ſmuggler. 
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That though, on account of the length of time te- 
quired to manufacture ſnuff, the effects of the expoſure 
of myſteries can but in very few inſtances be poſſibly diſ- 
coverable; yet he had lately heard of a ſort of ſnuff being 
offered for ſale in the city of London at 13 d. per pound, 
very nearly reſembling the fair manufacturer's at 25. 6d. 
per pound, which he did not recollect to have ever heard 
of being offered before the paſſing of the Af. 

That the predilection of the conſumer for the fair 
manufacturer's ſcents and flavours is the great protection 
to the Revenue; and therefore, if that predilection be 
deſtroyed by an expoſure of the myſteries, the manufac- 
ture of thoſe articles which are myſterious, and on which 


the Revenue depends, will be transferred to the ſmuggler 


in ſome other country, and „ for ever boſe its 
bold on the article. 

That the Revenue might have been teraporally improved 
without Exciſe Laws. 
That Government, for 4 ſort time, may collect more 
Revenue by keeping on the high duties, than by reducing 
them; but that no Law WHATEVER will either per- 
manently improve or ſecure the preſent Revenue fo long 


as the duty remains Lark an 
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RALPH EDDO WES, of CurxsrER, depoſed, 


THAT he has been in the trade as an apprentice, and 
on his own account, ſince 1767, and has manufactured 
from 250 to 280 hogſheads per year. 

That he has experienced difficulties under the Act, on 
account of the long previous notices required for every 
ſingle operation, which operation being uncertain both in 
time and quantity, he cannot go on with any tolerable 
- regularity without keeping the whole ſcheme of the buſi- 
neſs, in all its various branches, connections, and depen- 
dencies, continually in his mind. _ 

That he is obliged to weigh his goods before he can 
give notice to put it in operation; to weigh it again in 
the preſence of the officer; again when coming out of 
operation, to ſatisfy himſelf that it does not exceed the 
preſcribed increaſe or decreaſe ; and again when the officer 
takes it into ſtock. That every fox days he is harraſſed 
with a ſurvey of ſtock, which, excluſive of the quantity 
in operation, generally conſiſts of from twenty to thirty 
thouſand pounds weight, a great part of which is actually 
weighed, and in this his ſervants are obliged to quit their 
work to aſſiſt the officer; that the conſtant attendance and 
attention which theſe circumſtances require, create con- 
fiderable delays and difficulties in carrying on his buſineſs. 

That his Snuff-mills lie at a diſtance from his ware- 
houſe, and under the ſurvey of a different officer ; ſo that 
beſides the trouble of taking out permits to remove goods 
from one to the other, he has in fact two manufactories 
to attend. Before the Act took place, the cutting engine 
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at theſe mills was conſtantly employed; but the addi- 
tional difficulties ariſing out of this Act, prevents that. 
That he is forbidden by the Act to ſend Tobacco to his 

mills, except in the original package, which is a great 
diſadvantage, becauſe part of one hogſhead may be appli- 
cable to one purpoſe, and part to another. 

That he ſuſtains a very great loſs of time by the re- 
quiſitions, notifications, declarations, weighings, &c. being 
one day in getting goods to his mills, another day before 
he can open the goods, and a third before he can go to 
work upon them. Upon the whole he thought he ſhould | 
not exceed the truth in ſtating the loſs of his trade in 
working under the Act, at nearly one fourth. 

That the produce of manufacture does not correſpond 
with the table of allowance in the Act, and that it is in 
general uncertain. That his goods were liable to ſeizure 
for exceeding the table of allowance, and alſo from the 
Blunders of the officers in taking flock, and that two 
ſeizures had actually been made of his goods. He ſtated 
many - inſtances where the officer has made miſtakes in 
taking his ſtock ſix hundred and thirty pounds in one 
inſtance, one hundred pounds in another, fifty-fix pounds 
in a third, two hundred pounds in a fourth, and four hun- 
dred pounds in a fifth; and he faid he did not ſee how in 
the nature of things miſtakes could be avoided where a 
ſtock is fo large, is weighed fo frequently, is diſtributed 
in various parts of the premiſes, and arranged under eight 
different denominations, compriſing not leſs than twenty 
diſtinct articles. 
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That he had an account of fourteen ſucceſſive ſurveys, 
or weighings of his ſtock, which he begged leave to lay 
before the Committee, to enable them to form a judg- 
ment on the ſubje& of increaſe and decreaſe, which ac- 
count was delivered and read, and proved continual varia- 
tions in his ſtocł. 

That his ſales, ſince the commencement of the Act 
from the 10th of October, 1789, to the 10th of January, 
1790, have decreaſed from ſixty-five thouſand pounds in 


the three correſponding months of the year before, to 


fifty- four thouſand pounds; that this decreaſe might be 


owing principally to the advance of prices ; but that if 


he had not omitted ſome journeys, and held off from 
taking orders, for fear of bringing himſelf under engage- 
ments he might not be able to fulfil, he ſhould probably 
have had demands for twenty thouſand pounds more than 
he had fold, and by what effeft be could have manufactured 
that additional quantity under this Act, be ſeriouſly declared 


be knew not, though "formerly be could have done it in the 
ſame ſpace with great eaſe. 


That he had other reaſons to enkead he ſhould not 


be able to carry on his trade to its former extent; for 


that by this Act he is prohibited from ſending any thing, 


except Snuff, to ports of importation, which avis 


him from diſpoſing of the ſtalks and returns, which he 
does not want in his own manufactory, to the beſt ad- 
vantage; and that to prevent loſs thereby, he did and 
mutt keep his trade within certain limits, ſo as to have 
nothing on hand but what he can uſe himſelf. 


That 
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That he is confirmed in the opinion he formerly gave in 
evidence, that this At would not have effe.! to defeat 
ſmuggling, for that he has ſeen enaugb of the operations of 
the Act to be convinced that it is in the power of every ma- 
nufaffurer to deceive the officer in innumerable inſtances ; 
that he had often found himſelf under an abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of deceiving him, and had done fo : and that the 
clauſe 101, which was found neceſſary to introduce in 
order to enable the manufacturer to go on at all, will 
ſerve to cover the manufactory of a great deal of illicit 
tobacco under the very eye of the officer. The defi- 
ciency likewiſe which fo frequently happens in the -pro- 
duce of tobacco under what the Act allows, and the loſs 
of weight after manufacturing, might be made the means 

of introducing much ſmuggled tobacco, and even of 
having it taken into ſtock ; the deficiencies in his manu- 
factory might have been thus ſupplied to the amount of 
three thouſand pounds weight ſince the Act commenced. 

That nothing was plainer to his mind than this, that 

applying the ſyſtem of Exciſe to the manufacture of to- 
bacco in proportion as you remove difficulties out of the 
way of the fair trader, you encourage the ſmuggler, and 
vice verſa, and that therefore that Jyftem can never be 
applied with any good effect. . 
That he has great reaſon to believe the fraudulent ma- 
nufacturer in this country is recovering from the alarm 
which the firſt operation of this Act had occaſioned, 
having been informed by cuſtomers that they have had 
tobacco offered to them as cheap as before the Act took 
place, that large quantities in @ MANUFACTURED STATE 

WV have 
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have been introduced from abroad, and that the tnuff- 
trade (upon the excluſive poſſeſſion of which it has been 
ſuggeſted the principal advantage to the revenue and fair 
trader depends) i is now in great danger of being loft. 

That no modification or alteration of this Act, whilſt 
it retains the principle of the Exciſe ſyſtem, can render 
it applicable to the Tobacco Manufacture, or obtain the 
object of protecting the fair trader, defeating the ſmug- 
gler, and increafing the revenue. 

That, with ſafety to himſelf, he could not have avoided 
the difficulties of which he complains, and if there be 
any conſiderable manufacturers who have not met theſe 
_ difficulties, he had no ſcruple in ſaying, that they cannot 
bave complied with the preſcriptions of the Af. That 
though he had deceived the officer, he had not done ſo 

with a view to profit unjuſtly by it, HavinG NEVER To 
HIS KNOWLEDGE HAD AN OUNCE OF SMUGGLED ro- 
 BACCO IN HIS WAREHOUSE. If then he has been under 
the neceſſity of evading the Act, it is becauſe he has found 
it impoſlible to carry on his trade under the reſtrictions 
it impoſes. He muſt either have left the manufactures un- 
finiſhed, or made the officer acquainted with the ſecrets of 
bit trade, which he wiſhed to keep from his knowledge. 
That, in fine, all he had done, he found himſelf obliged 
to do in conſequence of the Act; and if he has done 
what was either improper or unneceſſary, the Act is a 
| bad one, and ought to be repealed. 

That particularly as to himſelf he is in a perpetual tate 
of uncertainty and anxiety, for beſides the care neceſſary 


to provide before-hand for every exigency of the buſineſs, 
5 he 
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he has to provide for conſequences unaſcertainable in the. 
proceſs of manufacture, and to guard againſt that which 
cannot be prevented, the increaſe of ſtock upon ſurvey. 
With theſe cares he has ſometimes been ready to ſink under 
the burthen, while thoſe private concerns and duties, 
which, independent of his buſineſs, call for every man's 
attention, he has been obliged almoſt wholly to neglect. 
When he was laſt at this bar, he applied to the humanity 
of the Committee againſt the Bill paſſing into a Law; and 
now he ſays, I can moſt feelingly make a. fimilar appeal 
againſt its continuance. 


ISAAC HUTCHINSON, of Loxpon, depoſed, bd, 


THAT he had formerly manufactured four hundred and 
fifty thouſand pounds weight annually. 
That he could not now carry on the manufacture with- 
out incurring penalties, conſiderably more in amount than 
any profits he was likely to get by the buſineſs. 
That, from the 11th of October, 1789, to the 12th 
af January, 1790, the forfeitures and penalties he had be- 
come liable to, of which he took notice, Auoux TED To 
L. 1344 05. 1d. and many he believed had eſcaped his notice. 
That C. 604 os. 1d. of the amount was occaſioned BY 
THE MOISTURE OF THE AIR; and his goods UNAvOID-- 
ABLY producing more in manufatture than is allowed by the 
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That the remaining J. 740 was in conſequence of his 
deviating from the Act, 75 mate his gords ſolvable. 

That the Act frequently prevented him manufacturing 
his goods to moſt advantage, by not allowing him to make 
any addition to, or alteration in a parcel, after it had been 
weighed to go into manufacture. Until the Tobacco has 
advanced ſome ſtages in manufacture, no man can fay with 
certainty whether it will manufacture properly; it may be 
too dry, or too moiſt ; too light, or too dark: finding it 
ſo, previous to the Act, he could correct it, but now he 
cannot; it muſt be manufactured by itſelf, although a con- 
ſiderable part of it may be rendered of leſs value by eight 
pence per pound than when unmaiufattured ; and all of it 
irregular and unpleaſant to his cuſtomers. 

That, except two ſmall articles, the manufacture of his 
goods coſt him FIFTY PER CENT. MORE han it did before 
| the Ad; which he proved by ſtatements, and attributed to 
the interruptions occaſioned by the Act. 

That he had found @ derregſe in his fales ſince the com- 
mencement of the Act. From October 11, 1786, . 
January 12, 1787, he fold fifty-two thouſand four ** 
and thirty- four pounds weight. — In 1787-8, forty-five 
thouſand ſeven hundred and five. In 1788-9, forty-ſix 
thouſand one hundred and forty-three.— In 1789-90, only 
thirty-three thouſand five hundred and forty-five ; hich 

was loſs by fourteen thouſand jive hundred and forty-nine than 
the average of the three preceding years. 

That, after the Officer has ſtopped the dh of his 
bufincſs for two days, by weighing and regulating the 
ſtock, there might be TEN THOUSAND POUNDS WEIGHT 


OF 


1 


OF SMUGGLED TOBACCO ON HIS PREMISES, WHICH 
THE OFFICER COULD NOT DISCOVER. 

That the Act had really prevented him Ad his 
cuſlomers with ſome articles from the 19th to the 26th of 


October laſt ; and, but for the ſuſpenſion of a Clauſe by the 


| Commiſſioners of Exciſe, he muſt have been in a ſimilar 


ſituation oe-half of the time that the Act has been in force. 
That the Act is not leſs inconſiſtent and injurious re- 

ſpecting the manufacture of Snuff than Tobacco, as he had 

experienced and pointed out. 
That it had prohibited certain articles, by preventing the 


removal of them in quantities of two hundred pounds 
weight or under : and that, in conſequence of this prohi- 


bition,. one manuſaFory-had been wholly unemployed ſince the 
2d of December laj?, ox Wwulch six HUNDRED AND 
SIXTY POUNDS premium had been groen—$IXTY POUNDS 
per annum is paid for rent and taxes—and which contains 
wtenfils that have cgſt TWO THOUSAND POUNDS. 

That, on account of the different modes of, and varia- 
tions in manufacture, 9 table of allowances could be made t3 
oth. 
That it was zupaſſible to keep a regular and true account 


of the ſock of a manufacture, 


Vr. 


— — — — — —— 


l 16 ] 


Mr. WILLIAM LUDLOW, of Dev1sts, depoſed, 


Tua by the Act he is obliged to declare, upon laying 
down Snuff- work, each ſpecific article he intends to manu- 
facture, which cannot be done. That fince the commence- 
ment of the Act, he has found increaſes occafioned by the 
atmoſphere ; and it is impaſſible to prevent it. That he 
muſt either ſecrete the goods ſo increaſed, or be liable to 
a penalty of £.20 for an offence over which he had no 
controul. That in Clauſe 98, there is a table, aſcertaining 
particular weights; ut no table can apply to a commodity 
of ſuch various growth, and perpetually liable to be effected 
by the ſtate of the atmoſphere. That two manufacturers 
may live in adjoining houſes, and from an equal quantity of 
ſnuff- work put in operation at the ſame time, there may be 
a difference of thirty or forty per cent. in the produce of 
ſuch goods when manufactured ! That there is a principal 
operation in the ſnuff trade not provided for by the Act 
the drying of ſnuff-work after fermentation : That to this 
operation, no rules whatever can apply; the quality of the 


goods, and the uſes for which they are defigned muſt ever 


prevent it; and yet the differences ariſing herefrom may 
de from five to fifty per cent! That he found the weigh- 
ing of his ſtock a great grievance, as it obliges him to keep 
additional ſervants, AND EMPOWERS THE OFFICER Ar 
ANY TIME TO PUT A STOP TO HIS MANUFACTORY. 
That if the ſyſtem of exciſe is continued, it will in the 
end be very prejudicial to the revenue, and will injure the 

fortunes, 


Wa 


fortunes, if not ruin the manufacturers. That, on the 


whole, it can only be an Act of experiment, and is big 
with the moſt miſchievous conſequences. 


Mr. JAMES TADDY, FENCHURcH-SrREET, 
depoſed, 


THAT he has been in the Tobacco and Snuff-trade up- 
wards of eighteen years; finds the Act oppreſſive in its 
operation, and greatly impedes his buſineſs ; has already 
loft part of his trade by the reſtrictians; and is of opinion, 
that the ſmuggler is benefited in proportion as the revenue 
and himfclf are injured. That his firſt objection to 
Clauſe 87, is the imminent danger of its leading to a diſ- 
covery of the ſecrets of his trade, both to the exciſe officer 
and to the miller. That the fame clauſe directs him to 
declare for what purpoſe his Snuff-work is intended ; which 
is exceſſively injurious. This clauſe alſo prohibits the 
mixing one parcel or laying down with another, which is 
an actual probibition of the manufacture of ſome ſorts of 
ſnuff made by him. That the framer of the Bill was 
neither a tobacconiſt nor a friend to the revenue. That 
the great ſecurity to the revenue is the myſteries of the manu- 
ſacture; but this pillar is ſhaken by the preſent Act. That 
the modes of manufacture are exp:jed, which have coſt 
many years labour, and for which large ſums of money have 
D been 
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been given. That no table of allowance could be affixed to 
prote&t the fair trader, and ſecure the revenue. That he 
has incurred penalties under the Act, though he was ready 
upon oath to ſubſtantiate that he had not committed or 
attempted any fraud whatever. That he conceived no 
alteration or modification of the Act, preſerving the prin- 
ciple of applying the exciſo to the manufacture, can anſwer 
the purpoſe of protecting the fair trader, or ſecuring a 
permanent revenue. On the contrary, the continuance of | | 
the exciſe will have a tendency to drive the manufacture 1 
out of the country : and he is credibly informed, from ſuch 
authority as he cannot doubt, that a certain houſe at 
Dunkirk has thirteen thouſand pounds weight of fin F ready 
* the Britiſh market. 


Mr. WILLIAM RANSON, of the OLD Jewny, 
depoſed, 


THAT in various inſtances he has ſuſtained great loſs, 
beſides conſiderable inconvenience from the operation of 
the Act. That it is impoſſible for any manufacturer to 
conform to the regulations it preſcribes ; but while he is 
purſuing the neceſſary and fair courſe of his buſineſs, 
without the ſhadow of injury to the revenue, he muſt incur 
very heavy fines and penalties. That nothing but a con- 
fidence in the wiſdom and juſtice of the legiſlature to re- 


peal 


1 


peal the Act, could have induced him to carry on his 
buſineſs, although he was brought up in it, and looked to 
it as the means of ſupport for himſelf and family. That 
by the mode of taking ſtock, 5u/ineſs is ſuſpended, and con- 
iiderable waſte of property incurred, without any good conſe- 
quence. That the Act obliges the manufacturer, on open- 
ing Tobacco, or laying down Snuff, to declare the ſpecific 
purpoſes for which it is intended; from which he had 


ſuſtained loſs in various inftances. That any perſon not 


totally ignorant of the manufacture, muſt have known, 

that it was ſcarcely probable the manufacturer himſelf could 
form his opinion till the fermentation of the ſnuff-work 
was over, which takes from three to fix months. 

That if the Commiſſioners of Exciſe had not ſuſpended 
ſome of the clauſes of the Act, he could not have purſued 
his buſineſs. 

He enumerated a great variety of inſtances, in which 
the unavoidable increaſes upon his ſtock had ſubjected him 


to forfeitures and penalties ; and did not know one inſtance 


in which the officer's books and his had agreed. That he 
could have had a confiderable quantity of ſmuggled property 


in his warehouſe, without the officer having the fea Rnow- 


ledge of it. 


| That he conceived it impoſible to fix any certain rule for 
the manufacture, becauſe every manufacturer of Tobacco 


and Snuff purſues a different mode, and is likewiſe obliged 
to attend to the particular ſtate of the raw material : be- 
ſides, each perſon has a ſecret mode of liquoring his goods, 


which is not performed till the time they are mmmediately 
wanted. 


D 2 That 
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That the conſumption of ſtalk flower is anhibhilated by 
che AR, and he fale of Spaniſh is at au end; which leaves 
a heavy and dead ſtock on the hands of the manufacturer. 
That the officer of exciſe is put © aimst compleat poſſeſſion 
of every thing ueceſſury fen making thoſe ſis that are moſt 
generally in repute. That he did not pretend to eſtimate 
the ſecrets of his trade fo high as ſome others might juſtly 
do, but he conſidered them as his eftate, and equally 
facred. SR 2 
That the houſe of Meſſrs. Sales and Pollard poſſeſſed a 
ſecret mode of manufacturing ſnuff that they might have 
received from J. 1 5, ooo to {, 20,000 to diſcover. That he 
had heard one of the partners declare, he had reaſon to 
fear they had already received much injury by the opera- 
tion of the Act. 
Upon the whole, he was decidedly of opinion the Act 
could not be modified ſo as to carry on his buſineſs with 
advantage to himſelf, or benefit to the revenue; nor can 
the exciſe ever attach with effect upon the Manufacturer of | 
Tobacco and Snuff. If ſtock is taken in operation, it 
« muſt ruin the manufacturer's goods, and totally put an 
* end to his buſineſs; if it is not taken in operation, the. 
* ſurvey of exciſe can be of little uſe, as the fraudulent 


dealer may cover any yy without the ofhicer s being 
able to detect him. 


THOMAS 


THOMAS YATES, of Lox Do, depoſed, 


Tua he had bcen in the buſineſs ten years, and manu-: 
factured near two hundred hogſheads ſome years and more 
others. 

That he had a great number of objections to the Act 
paſſed in the laſt Seſſion ; but as moſt of them reſpecting 
the Tobacco- Manufacture have been fully ſtated by other 
witneſſes, he ſhould only notice thoſe 9 the Ma- 
nufacture of Snuff. 

That he objects to the Act in this reſpect: becauſe it 
expoſes the. myſteries of the trade, and affords the officer 
opportunity of obtaining a knowledge of the manufacture 
in every ſtage—by notice to him of the materials. intended 
to be laid down; weighing in his preſence each ſeparate: - 
article which compoſes the Snuff work; affixing tickets 
to the packages which contain the Snuff work after it is 


cut and compounded, ſpecifying the weight of the whole 
and when laid down. 


That he has been deſired by an ſurveying err to 
give the weight of his ſnuff- work, after being in a ſtate of 
ſermentation, when he has given notice for drying it— 
that he has been frequently threatened with proſecution: 
for not complying with the requeſt of the ſurveying offi- - 
cer, to which he has always anſwered, that he would-. 
rather pay the penalties than expoſe ſo material a part of bit 
buſineſs. 

That 
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That he is not free from apprehenſion at this moment, 
that the officer is already acquainted with the various 
articles that compoſe his ſnuff- work, and the time and man- 
ner of its laying in preparation. The oihcer is alto ag- 
quainted with his connections, and what kind of articles 
to ſupply each with; ſo that this Act has put in the 
power of one man, the exciſe officer, the ſecret of making 
the goods, and the knowledge where t9 dijhofſe of them when 
made. | 
That the myſteries of the Snuff Trade are of con- 

: fiderable value, and his father, when he handed them 
down to him, obſerved, that in giving them he was giving 
the worth of ſeveral thouſand pounds ; that he has found 
his father's obſervation true, and was it not that thoſe 
ſecrets are in danger under the preſent Act, he would 
not relinquiſh his concern in the trade for ſeveral thou- 
ſand pounds; that it depends upon the Houſe of Com- 
mons how long thoſe ſecrets, which have been in the 
family upwards of ſeventy years, may prove of value ; and 
he begged leave to aſſure the Houſe, that nothing but a 
thorough conviction of the danger he is in of loſing his 
trade and thoſe ſecrets fo valuable, could have induced 
him to appear at that bar. 
That though he conſiders it difficult to ſay directly 
that he could carry on his trade with greater advantage 
abroad, yet ſhould the preſent Act continue but a ſhort 
time, he is certain his trade here will be ſo cut to pieces, 
that he ſhould not be doing juſtice to his family if he did 
not avail himſelf of ſettling to advantage in ſome other 
part of the world. 


That 


: _— 
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That no man can carry on his manufacture if the 
cewr is permitted to take his ſtock in every ſtage of 
de manufacture; and not being permitted to do ſo, the 
\ licit trader will have opportunity of bringing into his 
cock a conſiderable quantity of ſmuggled goods. 

That the Exciſe Sy/fem never can attach on the manufac- 
ture of tobacco and ſuuſt; and were it poſſible to make it 
attach, it could not prevent frauds, while the duty is near 
five times the value of the raw material. 

That nothing but a very conſiderable reduction of the 


duty will anſwer the purpoſes of government and the fair. 


THOMAS WISHART, of WESTMINSTER, depoſed, 


THAT in his manufacture he experiences many inconve- - 
niencies ; that he is obliged to employ two rooms more 
than he did before the commencement of this Act, to do 
the ſame quantity of buſineſs; and he is alſo (from the fre- 
quent taking of ſtock by ſurvey) reduced to the — 
of keeping an additional ſervant. 
That the increaſe of £.15 per cent. upon Roll To- 
bacco, allowed by the Act, is not ſufficient ; for that in 
ſome caſes be has found it increaſe thirty per cent. and he 
has been obliged to alter his mode of manufacture, to 
avoid exceeding the table, and to add the increaſe neceſſary 
4 ad 
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to render the goods faleable and ſuitable to his cuſtomers 
after the goods are finiſhed, inſtead of doing it in the 
proceſs of manufacture when it ought to be done. 

That he is obliged to make alterations in laying down 
and mixing ſnuff- Work different from what he did before 
the paſſing of this Act; that his method of manufacturing 
ſnuff}, he believes, to be different from that of moſt others, 
and he has, there fore, not been able to make any uſe of 
his ſnuff returns fince the commencement of the Act, and 
in conſequence is liable to conſiderable loſs from theſe 
returns growing muſty, by not being uſed in proper time 
and Pigtail returns will be injured in like manner. 

That by complying with the rules of this Act he er- 
poſes every ſecret of bis trade—he is obliged to give that 
_ information that never but one ſervant in the houſe, for 
upwards of fixty years, that his father and himſelf have 
carried on the trade, was put in poſſeſſion of; this one 
ſervant can make the fame fort of ſnuff which no other 
ſervant, though ſome have lived twenty years in the family, 
ever could do. | 

That this is net the only evil attending his buſineſs ; 
every manufacturer's ſecret is particular, and known only 
to hunſelf; he would not heſitate in faying the great part 
of his own ſceret conſiſts 7 Fheeping the knowledge of bis 
mixture from any perſon; that he cannot now draw a permit 
for even two pounds of ſnuff, without putting down in 
the requeſt note the exact proportion there is of each fort 
in it; that though previous to the excilc ſurvey upon the 
trade, he had mixed all the ſnuffs he had on hand, to that 
it would be impoſſible for any perſon to make any advan- 


tage 
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tage of the information he had ſtated, yet when that 
quantity is worked off, and he is obliged to comply with 
this Act in mixing, he has much fear that the ſecret will 
no longer remain with him—as long however as poſſible 
he will endeavour to preſerve that * ge to himſelf. 

That every body has a particular method of liquoring ; 
and the allowance by this Act is fifteen per cent. on 
Rappee, twenty per cent. on brown Scotch ; but this 

credit is not allowed by the Board of Exciſe, unleſs the 
1 goods are liquored in preſence of the officer ; which being 
the laſt ſecret poſſible to preſerve, he has always given up 
the advantage of thoſe credits ſooner than have them on 
ſuch conditions. 

That the ſecrets are of confdenble value to the 1 
as well as of the greateſt conſequence to the community) 
at large; that he would not have taken C. a, ooo for bis own 
buſineſs previous to the paſſing of this At. & 

That with reſpe& to the public revenues, the ſecrets 
are of more material advantage, being the means of pre- 

ſerving ſo large a portion of revenue on the article of 
tobacco; this Act now gives the manufacturer abroad 

every advantage over the manufacturer here. 

That every trader's connections are eaſily traced; and 
the manufacturer abroad may find out what houſe in town 
ſerves any particular country; may manufacture as near as 
poſſible to that article which the houſe in town is accuſ- 
tomed to do for that country, which this Act will, in 
general, enable him to do; and conſidering that ſnuff 
manufactured abroad can be landed and ſold at little more 

E than 
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than a ſhilling a pound, and that the manufacturer in town 
cannot fell it for leſs than two ſhillings and two-pence to 
three ſhillings, it is eaſy to perceive the advantage which 
the ſmuggler and manufacturer abroad have over the ma- 
nufacturers at home. 5 

That 2? 2s impaſſible the exciſe can attach on the manufac- 
ture of tobacco, an article ſo various and complex in its 
operation, and ſo intimately depending on the ſtate of the 
atmoſphere ; or that any modes or rules for the allowance 
of increaſes and decreaſes will be ſufficient to ume the 
fair trader againſt the ſmuggler. 

That the table of allowance in the Act gives opportu- 
nity to an illicit trader to introduce ſmuggled tobacco into 
his premiſes, to a conſiderable amount, without the riſque 
of being detected, for that he has found deficiencies in his 
own ſtock, from one ſurvey to another, of five hundred 
pounds, which, if he had been inclined, he might have 
made good by goods that he had not paid duty for. : 


GEORGE FRANCELYN, of Bz1sToL, depoſed, 


TrarT he his cane en the teide cdone 106 yams. to 
the amount of about one hundred and forty hogſheads 


annually, 


That 


1 


That he objects to the Act becauſe it provides that 
tobacco which is found unfit for one purpoſe, and fit only 
for being laid down in ſnuff- work, ſhall be fo laid down 

immediately, which is not practicable. 
That it is ſome weeks before the manufacture of a par- 
cel is finiſhed, during which time he cannot uſe any part 
thereof to ſupply his cuſtomers, and may not have any 
other goods of the fort. That in weighing large quan- 


| tities of Shag Tobacco in ſmall packages, for the conve- 


nience of country ſhopkeepers, a great deal of returns 
ariſes, for which the Act has made no proviſion ; that he 
has been under the neceffity of adding to ſome articles, in 
proceſs of manufacture, to prevent an increaſe being found 
in the ſtock of returns, and thereby been obliged to riſque 
one penalty to avoid another. 
That this Act expoſes a very material myſtery in the 
ſnuff trade by giving the officer a knowledge of both the 
quality and quantity of the materials compoſing the ſnuff- 
work; ſo that the officer who ſurveys his houſe, may eafily 
become acquainted with the peculiar myſteries of his trade. 
That ſnuff- work of one laying down may not be mixed 
with ſnuff-work of another laying down, which is abſo- 
e preſervation of certain 
8 

That this A& does not provide for the drying of 
ſauff-work at the houſes of perſons who have no ſtoves 
at their mills: the greater part of the manufacturers of 
Briſtol dry their ſnuff-work at home. 


That 
3 
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That tobacco, which had been weighed up for ſnuff- 
work, and found by the manufacturer anfit for any ſpe- 
cies of ſnuff he has a fale for, may not be returned to his 
unmanufactured ſtock, or to the manufacture of any 
ſpecies of tobacco. That he has been frequently obliged 
to exchange large quantities of tobacco which had been 
weighed up for ſnuff-work, or ruin his trade by manufac- 
turing an ordinary article. 

That the taking of ſtock every twenty-eight days is 
attended with great injury to the goods, a very confi- 
derable expence, as well as hindrance of buſineſs, himſelf 
and three or four ſervants having been employed from 
one and a half to two days in this ſurvey with the officer. 
That he is perſuaded by this ſurvey no check is made 
upon the fraudulent trader, as be may have many thou- 
and pounds werght of tobacco in bis poſſeſſion for which be 
has nat paid duty, AND WHICH HE MAY OBTAIN PER 
Mrs FOR. 5 
That the variations in manufacture are great and un- 

certain, depending much on the native quality of the raw 
materials, and the ſkill of the workmen; that he has 
had ſome inſtances in ſhag and roll tobacco, where they 
have exceeded the table, and has been obliged, in order 
to avoid the penalties and forfeitures, to remove the ex- 
ceſs without the knowledge of the officer. 
| That he has a caſe which he intends laying before the 
Commiſſioners of Exciſe, where a parcel of roll tobacco 
has exceeded the table forty-two pounds in thirteen hun- 
dred pounds of leaf tobacco. 


That 
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That in the manufacture many inſtances have occurred 
wherein he might have got from five to fifteen per cent. 
by the introduction of ſmuggled goods to bring theſe 
articles to the weight allowed, ſo that it it impoſſible any 


given rule can apply to Protest the fair trader, and _ 
tbe Revenue. 


That the Act prohibits any operation, except winding 
being performed upon ſnuff-work at the mill; whereas 
it is neceſſary to the completion of the manufacture of 
ſome ſnuff to increaſe it zwenty-five to thirty per cent. 
from the weight of the dry work when ſent to the mill, 


and that it is impoſſible to get up the goods in a faleable 
condition in any other way. 


That the Law is fo exceeding dark as to the rights the 
manufacturer may have of making any addition either at 
home or at the mills, that ſome of the officers fay tbe 
increaſe is made at bame, they will ſeize all the additions 
which are made; others ſay it ſhall nat be done at the mill, 
and in confirmation of this a manufacturer at Briſtol has 
had upwards of fu Hundred pounds of ſnuff taken from 
him by the officer who ſurveys his mill, though the muff, 
with all the increaſe made upon it, did not reach the table 
of allowance by near ten per cent. and theſe goods have 
not been reſtored. 

That he is fully perſuaded the ſyſtem of Exciſe applied 
to the manufacture of tobacco will not increaſe the Reve- 
nue; that the miſchief does not lay. in the manufactory, 
but in the tranſit and conſumption ; that to the weſtward 
af Briſtol, tobacco is now offered in large quantities at 
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the low price of 18. per pound, brought from the Con- 
tinent, and from Guernſey and Jerſey, whereby the trade 
of Briſtol is very much upon the decline, 


RICHARD NEALE, of Bz1sTor, depoſed, 


That he has been in the trade upwards of ten years; 
that he manufactures ſhort cut tobacco, ſhag tobacco, rol) 
| tobacco, and Scotch ſnuff, to the amount of from fifty to 

ſeventy hogſheads per year. 
That in the manufacture of roll tobacco this Act is 
inapplicable in the allowance of fifteen per cent. becauſe 
ſome tobacco will not take ten per cent. and ſome will 
take twenty per cent. increaſe, depending upon the qua- 
lity and condition of the raw material, which is various 
and uncertain as to the effect of operation. 
That he has found an increaſe of nineteen per cent. 
upon this branch of manufacture, by which he had in- 
curred a penalty of £.20, and forfeiture of the ſurplus 
goods; but upon ſtating his caſe to the Commiſſioners of 
Exciſe, this exceſs was ordered to be admitted into his 
ſtock, at the ſame he was told that ſuch indulgence could 
not de again granted; that therefore the manufacturer is 
prevented from making the moſt of his property, as well 
as rendering his goods ſuitable to his cuſtomers. 


That 


1 


That the Act allows tobacco to be ſtained with a liquid 
dye in the manufaftory, but that the manufacturer will 
incur a penalty of . 50, F the ingredients of which this 

liquid is made ſhould be found in his enter d premiſes. 

That in the manufacturing 1680 pounds weight o 
ſnuff- work for Scotch ſnuff, he has found a decreaſe of 
not quite fifteen and a half per cent. on the raw mate- 
rials; and at another time, in manufacturing the like 
quantity for the ſame purpoſe, he has found a decreaſe of 
nineteen per cent. from which he ſays a latitude is af- 
forded to the unfair trader to introduce ſmuggled goods, 
without the danger of being detected hy the ſurveying 
officer, and may obtain permits for its removal upon ſale, 
as if the goods had been regularly permitted into his 

ſtock. | 

That, upon the whats, he is convinced no general 
rules can apply to the manufacture of tobacco and ſnuff, 
becauſe the raw material is uncertain in its native quality, 
and conſequently will produce more. or leſs, even under 
the ſame operations of manufacture, and that if it were 
poſſible always to procure tobacco of the ſame quality for 
each particular purpoſe of manufacture, the different 
methods of the manufacturers in treating the goods muſt 
_ cauſe variations in the proceeds, and therefore the ſurvey 

of keeping ſtock upon the manufacturer cnnnot tend to 
check the unfair trader; but by retarding the buſineſs of 
the fair manufacturer, increaſing the expences of his 
trade, and cauſing waſte and damage to his goods, by 
frequently moving it for the purpoſe of weighing, will 

reduce 


1 


reduce the fair trader to the neceſſity of raiſing his prices, 
and thereby afford a greater advantage to the ſmuggler. 
That the licence duty, the expence of an additional 
yearly ſervant, and loſs of time by delay and interruption 
in his trade fince this Act commenced, he eſtimates at 
L. ioo per annum. 

That he is therefore of opinion, that Exciſe regulations 
in theſe manufactures will in the end leſſen the Revenue, 
by deſtroying a great part of our trade. 


JOSEPH BUSHELL, of Livzzyoor, depoſed, 


TrarT he finds great inconvenience in the taking of his 
ſtock, which the exciſe officer does every ten days, which 
takes up his ſervants time @ whole day, and ſometimes 
Two, DURING WHICH HIS BUSINESS MUST STAND 
STILL, beſides bis goods being injured. 

That he is compelled to keep double the ſtock of . 
he formerly did for the ſupply of his cuſtomers; by 
which he incurs an expence of C. 70 per annum for intereſt 

on bis additianal capital, beſides C. 30 per annum for an 

additional warehouſe, and C. 40 per annum for a clerk, — 
all which he ſaved before the AR took place, When be did 
mare buſineſs than he does now. © 

That he finds it impoſſible to comply with the Act 
ſo as to avoid penalties, as the article of tobacco is per- 


5 petually 
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petually undergoing variations in weight in buy ſtage of 


his buſineſs. 


That he objects to the loſs of time and hindrance of 
buſineſs, occaſioned by the notices to be given in different 
branches of the trade. 

He objects alſo to the bond for 35. 9d. per pound re- 
quired upon exportation, which bond cannot be cancelled 
but by a certificate from the port for which it was en- 
tered—And it is in ſome caſes impoſſible, from the par- 
ticular circumſtances of the trade from Liverpool, to 
procure ſuch certificates. For the want of which the 
Manufatturer and Exporter may be completely ruined. 


RICHARD BAKER, of Lonpox, depoſed, 


That he was a Tobacco Engine and Preſs-maker.* 
That he had ſent many utenfils for manufacturing to- 
bacco and ſnuff abroad, fince the commencement of the 
Tobacco Exciſe Act, and had then orders uncompleated. 
That, fince the high duties took place, he had found 


his trade increaſe abroad, as it decreaſed in this country; 
having made 


* He perhaps makes more engines and preſcs, than all the men in 
England beſides. 
F 


For 


9 


For this Country. For Abroad. 
In 1781 15 Engines. 3 Engines. 
r * 

17397 - 4 + 

2968 - 24 . 

1789 - 1 


That he had lately diſcharged eight of his nen; and, 
had he not engaged in another line of buſineſs, muſt have 
| parted with more; though he did not know that he had 
loſt one cuſtomer in England. 

That, /or thirty years, his predeceſſor and he had con- 
ſtantly employed from four to fox men, in making boxes to 
cut tobacco in :—for twelve months paſt he had ſcarcely 
| been able to employ one mar in that branch: and that, 
as the boxes are continually wearing out, when the ma- 
nufacturer is at work, (it being uſual for each manufac- 
turer to have two ſets a year) and doubly ſo now, on 
account of tobacco being cut much finer than formerly, 
the declination of that part of his trade was an indubitable 
proof of the decreaſe of the manufacture of tobacco in this 
country. 

That, if the manufacturer were at work, he could not 
withhold or keep back his orders for boxes, without 
doing himſelf an injury of ten times the amount of the . 
value of the boxes. 

That he had now twelve engines ** preſſes ready by 
him, whereas, till within theſe two years, he had never 
been able to keep any before - hand. 

That, about two months fince, a manufacturer abroad 
had countermanded an order for three engines, owing to 


5 | a report, 
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a report, that the Act would be repealed and the duties re- 
duced ; in which "0" he ſaid, he would ſettle in this 
country. 

That another cata had offered him an order for a ſet 
of horſe utenſils, on the following conditions :—If the 
Act were repealed, and the duty reduced in twelve 
months, he ſhould take them again, and have FL 60. for 
the uſe of them : if not, he ſhould have his full price. 

That he had heard of four manufacturers who had 
ſettled abroad. 

That there were but two perſons beſides bimſelf i in 
London, in the ſame line of buſineſs ; and one of them had' 
failed about three weeks ago. 

That he did not believe the perſon, in the ſame line of 
buſineſs, who had not failed, employed à man one day i in 

the week in the tobacco trade. 

That he had never heard of their attempting to make 

engines abroad, till within theſe eight months. 

That he makes utenſils for manufacturing in New- 
caſtle, Norwich, Cheſter, Sheffield, &c. and did not 


know of any perſon in the country who i is 5 eminent. in his. 
Une of buſineſs. 
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JOHN HARDING, of Lon pen, 
(an Officer of Exciſe) depoſed, 


That he ſurveyed Meſſ. Sales and Pollard, Mel. 
Hains and Co. 
That he was not allowed by law to weigh any tobacco 
in actual operation. 
That he could no tell when tobacco was in operatian. 
That he only weighed ſuch tobacco as the nanuſacturer 
pointed out to bim not to be in a ſtate of manufacture. 
That he had not found the manufactured goods to an- 
| ſwer to the table of allowances; and here he ſtated ſome 
of the variations he had met with; ſhewing that there 
vere ſometimes increaſes, and ſometimes decreaſes above 
or below the allowances in the fame article, none of 
which he could account for, except an increaſe of ro 
bundred and twenty pounds in a parcel of ſhag that had 
ariſen from the manufacturer having brought to the ſcale, 
and weighed ſome tobacco in operation, along with, and as 
part of a parcel, which was compleatly manufactured * . 
That he was well perſuaded the increaſes which he had 
met with, had not been fraudulently occaſioned, though 


he confeſſed it was out of his power to know — 
they had or not. 


* If the manufadturer bimfelf cannot diſtintuiſb between that wHO-ͤa:n 18, 
and that WHICH IS NOT in operation, how is the officer to do it? 

By his ſtatements it appeared, that one manufacturer's ſtock amounted 
to ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED AND 


THIRTY-SEVEN POUNDS, excluſive of goods in operation of manufacture; 


which ſtock the Act empowers him to weigh, AS OFTEN AS HE THINKS 
PROPER, 


JOSHUA 


19 


of Lou po, 
(a Surveyor in the Exciſe,) depoſed, 


JOSHUA HUTTON, 


In addition to what John Harding had, 
That on taking the. ſtock of Mr. Hutchinſon, in 
 Gracechurch-ſtreet, on the 4th of March laſt, he found a 
conſiderable decreaſe in the whole of the ſtock ; but that 
he met with an increaſe of thirty pounds in the article of 
rappee, which he ſeized *. 
That at the time he ſeized it, be had no i to believe, 
either that, or any of the increaſes in Mr. Hutchinſon's 
ſtock, had been in conſequence "of -the — 
ſmuggled tobacco, or other unfair practices. 
That, when he weighed the returns of roll or ſhag 
tobacco, he made no deduction from the weight for 
liquor. 

That the weighing of the iock took up a good deal of 
time; and the notices and declarations were , 
tedious and troubleſome to the manufacturer. 


THOMAS STEVENS, of LoxnDoN, 
(a Surveyor of Exciſe) depoſed, 


Tur ſame in effect that John Harding had done. 


In the three preceding ſurveys, Mr. Hutchinſon had a DECREASE oF 
 FORTY-$SIX POUNDS in the article of rappee. 


3 RICHARD 
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RICHARD JONES, of Loxnpoxn, 
(a King's Warehouſe-keeper) depoſed, 


THAT, on the 12th of January laſt, Mr. Edward 
Spencer imported a caſk of foreign ſnuff, weighing, at 
the time it was brought into the __ s Warehouſe, 
5 Cwt. 3 qu. 231b. 

That, when Mr. Spencer took out of the Warehouſe, 
and paid duty for ſaid caſk on the 16th February laſt, it 
Bad increaſed 161b. weighing then 6 Cwt. o qu. 11 lb. 


JEREMIAH SEARLE, of Loxpon, 
(a Surveyor of Exciſe) depoſed, 


Tur, on the 13th March laſt, he found an increaſe of 
6 Ib. in Mr. Spencer's foreign ſnuff, which be ſerzed. 

In other reſpects Jeremiah Searle confirmed the teſti- 
mony of the preceding officers ; as did alſo Benjamin 
Spiller and Jobn Pike, two other Exciſe officers ; all of 
them confeſſing, that, when they went into a tobacco 
manufactory, they could vor tell what tobacco they had a 
right to weigh—that they had met with many increaſes 
above the allowances, which they could not account 
for—that they bad no method of detecting fraud in the 
 manufaffory——and that the fair trader was liable to 
INEVITABLE FORFEITURES. 


CHARLES 
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CHARLES LLOYD THOMAS, of Bals rox, 
(an Exciſe Officer) depoſed, 


Tur he had never met with any increaſes above the 
allowance, except in the article of Scotch ſnuff. De- 
_ creaſes he had frequently found, and ſome unaccountable, 
otherwiſe than by imagining the goods had been ſold in 
retail; all the manufacturers he ſurveyed, being in that 
line of the buſineſs. | 
That he DID Know what part of the ſtock he had a 
right to weigh, without being informed by the manu- 
faturer. | 
That he p1D NoT Know when he had a right to * 
ſome of the articles, without being informed by the 1 manu- - 
Facturer. 
That the Exciſe would attach on tobacco, as well as 
many other articles. 


JOSEPH SALES, of LonDoN, 
(a Tobacconiſt) 2 5 


THAT no table of allowances could be famed to ſecure 
the Revenue, that would not at the ſame time ſubject 
the fair trader to inevitable penalties. 
| That, he was convinced, many ſmall, but very honeſt 
manufacturers, were under the neceſſity of having re- 

courſe 
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courſe to clandeſtine practices, to ſave their indubi table 
property. 


; That he had' been thirty years in the buſineſs; and in 
all that time had never been able to aſcertain what would 2 
be the produce of any given quantity of the raw mate- . 
That the Act expaſed very raluable n in the ma- E 
nufacture of ſnuff. 7 
That he had conſidered his ſecrets 1NvALUABLE till L 
the commencement of the Af ; and therefore thought it an Hy 
infringement of his rights and privileges as a citizen. 2 
That he was of opinion No MODIFICAT10N of the Act bs 
. whatever would ſecure the Revenue, and protect the fair 6 
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